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CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESUJNT.A 'l IVES.
2d Session.

52D

REPORT
{

MILLE LAC INDIAN RESERVATION, MINN.

JANUARY

No. 2321.

-

21, 1893.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed•

•
Mr. AMERMAN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, submitted the
following

[To accompany S. R. 86.]

The Committee on the Public Lands, tow horn was referred Senate resolution 86, have had the same uuder consideration and report the same
back with amendment.
Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: ·
That all boua-:fide preemption or homestead :filings or entries allowed for lands
within the MiJle Lac Indian Reservation, in the State of Minnesota, between the
ninth day of January, 1891, the date of the decision of the Secretary of the Interior,
holding that the lands within said reservation were subject to disposal as other public lands under tbe general land laws, and the date of the receipt at the district
land office at Taylors Falls, in that State, of the letter from the Commissioner of
the General Land Office, communicating to them the decision of the Secretary of the
Interior of April 22, 1892, in which it was definitely determined that said lands were
not so subject to disposal, but could only be ilisposed of according to the provisions
of the special act of January 14, 1889 (25 Stats., 642), be, and the same are hereby,
confirmed, where regular in other respects, and patents shall issue to the claimants
for the lands embraced therein, as in other cases, on a satisfactory showing of a bonafide compliance on their part with the requirements of the laws under which said
:filings and entries were, respecti.vely, allowed.

The necessity for this or some legislation having the same object in
view arises from the following facts:
By the decision of the Secretary of the Interior of date of January
9, 1891 (12 L. D., 52), it was held that the lands comprising the old Mille
Lac Reservation in the State of Minnesota "should be disposed of as
other public lands under the general laws" for the disposition of public lands.
The register and receiver of the local land office at Taylors Falls, in
said State, within which district the Mille Lac Reservation was situated, were duly notified of this decision on the 22d of January, A_. D.
1891, and the same was duly promulgated and generally advertised
throughout the district and State.
·
Between the promulgation of this order and the 3d day of May, A. D.
1892, there we~~ all?wed 109 homestead entries, aggregating 18,628.43
acres; 131 preemption declaratory statements, aggregating 17,991.31
acres; and one soldier's declaratory statement. embracing 40 acres.
These homestead entries and preemption declaratory statements were
followed in all cases, so far as the records show and we have been able
to ascertain, by actual and bona fide entry upon the lands and continuous, regular, and valuable improvements.
The lands seem generally to have been ta ken for actual homes by the
occupants thereo~, and in nearly all cases these farmers have· put
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everything they have info improvements upon the lands. In some
cases these improvements are worth in the aggregate from $3,000 to
$5,000, and represent the labors of the best years of a lifetime. They
have organized town corporations, which have been fully mantained.
They have also organized their settlements into school districts, and
have built fine schoolhouses in which the pub1ic schools are kept.
They have opened up and constructed more than 50 miles of highways
and have built many bridges, at a considerable cost.
This was the condition of things when, on the 3d day of May, 1892,
a decision w~s received at the said general land office at Taylors Falls
promulgating a decision of the Secretary of the Interior of the date of
April 22, 18U2, in direct opposition to his former order and decision of
January 9, 1891, and holding that these lands were not subject to
either disposal under the general land laws or otherwise, which last
decision, if it holds, will dispossess every one of the 109 homesteaders
and 131 preemptions and the soldiers' entry upon said lands. In fact,
on the 10th day of November last (1892) an ex parte order was made by
Acting Commissioner Stone holding that all these entries must be disallowed and canceled.
This order being entirely ex parte, at the earnest solicitation of the
settlers and their friends the Commissioner was induced to withdraw it
pending this legislation by Congress. The committee are unanimously
of the opinion that the situation ca11s for the prompt action of this Congress in behalf of these settlers, and that unless such action is had a
great and irreparable wrong and injury will be done these people.
The resolution as amended meets with the approval of the Land
Commissioner and the Secretary of the Interior, and, if adopted, in
their ~pinion and that of the committee, will be ample and sufficient
to protect the interests of the honest and bona :fide settlers.
Your committee, as well as the land, officers, prefer the resolution
with this proposed amendment to the original, as the former is free
from all ambiguity and is intended to cover the whole subject clearly
and fully, while the original resolution does not seem entirely free
from ambiguity, and it is doubtful if it would embrace all the interests
affected.
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